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Even before it collapsed into civil war, ethnic cleansing, and dissolution, Yugoslavia was an archetypical
example of a troubled multinational mosaic, a state without a single national base or even a majority. Its
stability and very existence were challenged repeatedly by the tension between the pressures for overarching
political cohesion and the defense of separate national identities and aspirations.

In a brilliant analysis of this complex and sensitive national question, Ivo Banac provides a comprehensive
introduction to Yugoslav political history. His book is a genetic study of the ideas, circumstances, and events
that shaped the pattern of relations among the nationalities of Yugoslavia. It traces and analyzes the history
and characteristics of South Slavic national ideologies, connects these trends with Yugoslavia's flawed
unification in 1918, and ends with the fatal adoption of the centralist system in 1921.

Banac focuses on the first two and a half years in the history of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and
Slovenes, because in his view this was the period that set the pattern for subsequent development of the
national question. The issues that divided the South Slavs, and that still divide them today, took on definite
form during that time, he maintains. Banac provides extensive treatment of all of Yugoslavia's nationalities;
his sections on the Montenegrins, Albanians, Macedonians, and Bosnian Muslims are unique in the
literature. In this unbiased account, all of the principals and groups assume a tragic fascination.

When published in 1984, The National Question in Yugoslavia was the first complete introduction to the
cultural history of the South Slavic peoples and to the politics of Yugoslavia, and it remains a major
contribution to the scholarship on modern European nationalism and the stability of multinational states.
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From reader reviews:

John Folsom:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The National Question in Yugoslavia: Origins, History, Politics.

Alexandra Sauer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book The National Question in Yugoslavia: Origins, History, Politics it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides
high quality.

Billie Brown:

The National Question in Yugoslavia: Origins, History, Politics can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The National Question
in Yugoslavia: Origins, History, Politics although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Richard Diller:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The National Question in Yugoslavia: Origins, History,
Politics why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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