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Bella Bathurst’s epic story of Robert Louis Stevenson’s ancestors and the building of the Scottish coastal
lighthouses against impossible odds.

‘Whenever I smell salt water, I know that I am not far from one of the works of my ancestors,’ wrote Robert
Louis Stevenson in 1880. ‘When the lights come out at sundown along the shores of Scotland, I am proud to
think they burn more brightly for the genius of my father!’

Robert Louis Stevenson was the most famous of the Stevensons, but not by any means the most productive.
The Lighthouse Stevensons, all four generations of them, built every lighthouse round Scotland, were
responsible for a slew of inventions in both construction and optics, and achieved feats of engineering in
conditions that would be forbidding even today. The same driven energy which Robert Louis Stevenson put
into writing, his ancestors put into lighting the darkness of the seas. ‘The Lighthouse Stevensons’ is a story
of high endeavour, beautifully told; indeed, is was one of the most celebrated works of historical biography
in recent memory.

‘My own interest in the Lighthouse Stevensons is threefold. Firstly, from the writings of Robert Louis
Stevenson, who turned his family’s trade into the raw gold of all his best fiction. Secondly, from various trips
around Scotland. The country’s coast is a mass of storm-beaten rocks and treacherous headlands on which
even the seagulls have trouble landing. It is impossible not to speculate what combination of courage and
skill built the lighthouses around such an environment. And thirdly, because somewhere in there,
unrecognised and unsung, is the most wonderful story!’
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger
Than...) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Dena Jacobs:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free time/
holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll
ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the
reserve untitled The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger Than...) can be fine book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Marylou Arroyo:

The book untitled The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger Than...) contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Joan Toon:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger
Than...) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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