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In this fascinating book, noted journalist Thomas de Waal--author of the highly acclaimed Black Garden--
makes the case that while the Caucasus is often treated as a sub-plot in the history of Russia, or as a mere
gateway to Asia, the five-day war in Georgia, which flared into a major international crisis in 2008, proves
that this is still a combustible region, whose inner dynamics and history deserve a much more complex
appreciation from the wider world.

In The Caucasus, de Waal provides this richer, deeper, and much-needed appreciation, one that reveals that
the South Caucasus--Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, and their many smaller regions, enclaves, and
breakaway entities--is a fascinating and distinct world unto itself. Providing both historical background and
an insightful analysis of the period after 1991, de Waal sheds light on how the region has been scarred by the
tumultuous scramble for independence and the three major conflicts that broke out with the end of the Soviet
Union--Nagorny Karabakh, Abkhazia, and South Ossetia. The book examines the region as a major energy
producer and exporter; offers a compelling account of the Rose Revolution in Georgia, the rise of Mikheil
Saakashvili, and the August 2008 war; and considers the failure of the South Caucasus, thus far, to become a
single viable region. In addition, the book features a dozen or so "boxes" which provide brief snapshots of
such fascinating side topics as the Kurds, Turkish-Armenian rapprochement, the promotion of the region as
the "Soviet Florida," and the most famous of all Georgians, Stalin.

The Caucasus delivers a vibrantly written and timely account of this turbulent region, one that will prove
indispensable for all concerned with world politics. It is, as well, a stimulating read for armchair travelers
and for anyone curious about far-flung corners of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Edward McClung:

Often the book The Caucasus: An Introduction has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Victor Brown:

This The Caucasus: An Introduction is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Caucasus: An Introduction can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Trisha McClain:

You can find this The Caucasus: An Introduction by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Thomas Busch:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the The Caucasus: An Introduction when you needed it?
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