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The story of the author's great-grandfather's Civil War experience, based on a remarkable set of newly
discoverd letters—a powerful, moving addition to the firsthand soldiers' accounts of the Civil War.

Dear Mother,
I was very glad to hear from home this morning. It is the first time since I left Otterville. We marched from
Sedalia 120 miles....I almost feel anxious to be in a battle & yet I am almost afraid. I feel very brave
sometimes & think if I should be in an engagement, I never would leave the field alive unless the stars &
stripes floated triumphant. I do not know how it may be. If there is a battle & I should fall, tell with pride &
not with grief that I fell in defense of liberty. Pray that I may be a true soldier.

Not since Stephen Crane's The Red Badge of Courage have the trials and tribulations of a private soldier of
the Civil War been told with such beguiling force. The Red Badge of Courage, however, was fiction. This
story is true.

In Testament, Benson Bobrick draws upon an extraordinarily rich but hitherto untapped archive of material
to create a continuous narrative of how that war was fought and lived. Here is virtually the whole theater of
conflict in the West, from its beginnings in Missouri, through Kentucky and Tennessee, to the siege of
Atlanta under Sherman, as experienced by Bobrick's great-grandfather, Benjamin W. ("Webb") Baker, an
articulate young Illinois recruit. Born and raised not far from the Lincoln homestead in Coles County, Webb
had stood in the audience of one of the Lincoln-Douglas debates, become a staunch Unionist, and answered
one of Abraham Lincoln's first calls for volunteers. The ninety-odd letters on which his story is based are
fully equal to the best letters the war produced, especially by a common soldier; but their wry intelligence,
fortitude, and patriotic fervor also set them apart with a singular and still-undying voice.

In the end, that voice blends with the author's own, as the book becomes a poignant tribute to his great-
grandfather's life -- and to all the common soldiers of the nation's bloodiest war.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

This book untitled Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Charles Wright:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is
this Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War.

Nancy Leto:

The book untitled Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the
new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Anna Hart:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Testament: A Soldier's Story of the Civil War we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Testament: A
Soldier's Story of the Civil War. You can more attractive than now.
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