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“People like us . . . have different rights, different values than do ordinary people because we have different
needs which put us . . . above their moral standards.” —Modigliani

Amedeo (“Beloved of God”) Modigliani was considered to be the quintessential bohemian artist, his legend
almost as infamous as Van Gogh’s. In Modigliani’s time, his work was seen as an oddity: contemporary with
the Cubists but not part of their movement. His work was a link between such portraitists as Whistler,
Sargent, and Toulouse-Lautrec and that of the Art Deco painters of the 1920s as well as the new approaches
of Gauguin, Cézanne, and Picasso.

Jean Cocteau called Modigliani “our aristocrat” and said, “There was something like a curse on this very
noble boy. He was beautiful. Alcohol and misfortune took their toll on him.”

In this major new biography, Meryle Secrest, one of our most admired biographers—whose work has been
called “enthralling” (The Wall Street Journal); “rich in detail, scrupulously researched, and sympathetically
written” (The New York Review of Books) —now gives us a fully realized portrait of one of the twentieth
century’s master painters and sculptors: his upbringing, a Sephardic Jew from an impoverished but genteel
Italian family; his going to Paris to make his fortune; his striking good looks (“How beautiful he was, my
god how beautiful,” said one of his models) . . . his training as an artist . . .and his influences, including the
Italian Renaissance, particularly the art of Botticelli; Nietzsche’s theories of the artist as Übermensch,
divinely endowed, divinely inspired; the monochromatic backgrounds of Van Gogh and Cézanne; the work
of the Romanian sculptor Brancusi; and the primitive sculptures of Africa and Oceania with their simplified,
masklike triangular faces, elongated silhouettes, puckered lips, low foreheads, and heads on exaggeratedly
long necks.

We see the ways in which Modigliani’s long-kept-secret illness from tuberculosis (it almost killed him as a
young man) affected his work and his attitude toward life ; how consumption caused him to embrace fatalism
and idealism, creativity and death; and how he used alcohol and opium with laudanum as an antispasmodic
to hide the symptoms of the disease and how, because of it, he came to be seen as a dissolute alcoholic.

And throughout, we see the Paris that Modigliani lived in, a city in dynamic flux where art was still a noble
cause; how Modigliani became part of a life in the streets and a world of art and artists then in a transforming
revolution; Monet, Cézanne, Degas, Renoir, et al.—and others more radical—Matisse, Derain, etc., all living
within blocks of one another.

Secrest’s book, written with unprecedented access to letters, diaries, and photographs never before seen, is an
extraordinary revelation of a life lived in art . . . Here is Modigliani, the man and the artist, seemingly shy,
delicate, a man on a desperate mission, masquerading as an alcoholic, cheating death again and again, and
calculating what he had to do in order to go on working and concealing his secret for however much time
remained . . .

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Johnson:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Modigliani. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Modigliani. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mindy Martinez:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Modigliani will make you to be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this
open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Geraldine Bagley:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Modigliani book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Robert Price:

The book untitled Modigliani is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Modigliani from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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