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Duke Ellington was one of jazz's greatest figures, a composer and bandleader of unparalleled importance and
influence. But little attention has been given to his chief musical collaborator, Billy Strayhorn, who created
hundreds of compositions and arrangements for his musical partner, and without whom the sound of
Ellington's orchestra would have been very different.
Now, in Walter van de Leur's provocative new book, Something To Live For, Billy Strayhorn steps out from
Ellington's shadow and into the spotlight. Van de Leur argues that far from being merely a follower of
Ellington or his alter ego, Strayhorn brought a radically new and visionary way of writing to the Ellington
orchestra. Making extensive use, for the first time, of over 3,000 autograph scores, Van de Leur separates
Strayhorn from Ellington, establishes who wrote what, and clearly distinguishes between their distinctive
musical styles. "Both Strayhorn's and Ellington's oeuvres," writes Van de Leur, "though historically
intertwined, nevertheless form coherent, separate musical entities, especially in terms of harmonic, melodic,
and structural design." Indeed, Something to Live For allows us to see the characteristic features of
Strayhorn's compositions and arrangements, his "musical fingerprints," and to analyze and evaluate his music
on its own terms. The book also makes clear that Strayhorn's contribution to the band was much larger, and
more original, than has been previously acknowledged.
Based on a decade of research and offering detailed analyses of over 70 musical examples, Something to Live
For casts new light--and will surely arouse intense debate--on two of the most important composers in the
history of jazz.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Rogers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Something to Live For: The Music of Billy
Strayhorn book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Billy Gallardo:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Something to Live For: The Music of Billy Strayhorn your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Something to Live For: The Music of Billy
Strayhorn giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Virginia Benson:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Something to Live For: The Music of Billy Strayhorn. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Lori Gravitt:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Something to Live For: The Music of Billy Strayhorn we can acquire more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Something to Live For:
The Music of Billy Strayhorn. You can more inviting than now.
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