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Freedom Is an Endless Meeting offers vivid portraits of American experiments in participatory democracy
throughout the twentieth century. Drawing on meticulous research and more than one hundred interviews
with activists, Francesca Polletta challenges the conventional wisdom that participatory democracy is worthy
in purpose but unworkable in practice. Instead, she shows that social movements have often used bottom-up
decision making as a powerful tool for political change.

Polletta traces the history of democracy in early labor struggles and pre-World War II pacifism, in the civil
rights, new left, and women's liberation movements of the sixties and seventies, and in today's faith-based
organizing and anti-corporate globalization campaigns. In the process, she uncovers neglected sources of
democratic inspiration—Depression-era labor educators and Mississippi voting registration workers, among
them—as well as practical strategies of social protest. But Freedom Is an Endless Meeting also highlights the
obstacles that arise when activists model their democracies after familiar nonpolitical relationships such as
friendship, tutelage, and religious fellowship. Doing so has brought into their deliberations the trust, respect,
and caring typical of those relationships. But it has also fostered values that run counter to democracy, such
as exclusivity and an aversion to rules, and these have been the fault lines around which participatory
democracies have often splintered. Indeed, Polletta attributes the fragility of the form less to its basic
inefficiency or inequity than to the gaps between activists' democratic commitments and the cultural models
on which they have depended to enact those commitments. The challenge, she concludes, is to forge new
kinds of democratic relationships, ones that balance trust with accountability, respect with openness to
disagreement, and caring with inclusiveness.

For anyone concerned about the prospects for democracy in America, Freedom Is an Endless Meeting will
offer abundant historical, theoretical, and practical insights.

"This is an excellent study of activist politics in the United States over the past century. . . . Assiduously
researched, impressively informed by a great number of thoughtful interviews with key members of
American social movements, and deeply engaged with its subject matter, the book is likely to become a key
text in the study of grass-roots democracy in America."—Kate Fullbrook, Times Literary Supplement

"Polletta's portrayal challenges the common assumption that morality and strategy are incompatible, that
those who aim at winning must compromise principle while those who insist on morality are destined to be
ineffective. . . . Rather than dwell on trying to explain the decline of 60s movements, Polletta shows how
participatory democracy has become the guiding framework for many of today's activists."—Richard Flacks,



Los Angeles Times Book Review

"In Freedom Is an Endless Meeting, Francesca Polletta has produced a remarkable work of historical
sociology. . . . She provides the fullest theoretical work of historical sociology. . . . She provides the fullest
theoretical picture of participatory democracy, rich with nuance, ambiguity, and irony, that this reviewer has
yet seen. . . . This wise book should be studied closely by both academics and by social change
activists."—Stewart Burns, Journal of American History
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From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

The ability that you get from Freedom Is an Endless Meeting: Democracy in American Social Movements
could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Freedom Is an Endless Meeting:
Democracy in American Social Movements giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this Freedom Is an Endless Meeting: Democracy in American Social Movements
instantly.

Harry Branham:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Freedom Is an Endless Meeting: Democracy in American Social Movements, you could
tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a book.

Lynda Alford:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Freedom Is an Endless Meeting: Democracy in American Social
Movements this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
suited all of you.

Garry Brown:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every



year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Freedom Is an Endless Meeting: Democracy in American
Social Movements was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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