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In May 2013, after months of controversy, France legalized same-sex marriage and adoption by homosexual
couples. Obstacles to adoption and parenting equality remain, however -- many of them in the form of
cultural and political norms reflected and expressed in French adoption policies. In The Politics of Adoption,
Bruno Perreau describes the evolution of these policies. In the past thirty years, Perreau explains, political
and intellectual life in France have been dominated by debates over how to preserve "Frenchness," and these
debates have driven policy making. Adoption policies, he argues, link adoption to citizenship, reflecting and
enforcing the postcolonial state's notions of parenthood, gender, and Frenchness. After reviewing the
complex history of adoption, Perreau examines French political debates over adoption, noting, among other
things, that intercountry adoptions stirred far less controversy than the difference between the sexes in an
adopting couple. He also discusses judicial action on adoption; child welfare agencies as gatekeepers to
parenthood (as defined by experts); the approval process from the viewpoints of social workers and
applicants; and adoption's link to citizenship, and its use as a metaphor for belonging. Adopting a
Foucaultian perspective, Perreau calls the biopolitics of adoption "pastoral": it manages the individual for the
good of the collective "flock"; it considers itself outside politics; and it considers not so much the real
behavior of individuals as an allegorical representation of them. His argument sheds new light on American
debates on bioethics, identity, and citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Petty:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Politics
of Adoption: Gender and the Making of French Citizenship (Basic Bioethics) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Lillie Levine:

The book The Politics of Adoption: Gender and the Making of French Citizenship (Basic Bioethics) will
bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Politics of
Adoption: Gender and the Making of French Citizenship (Basic Bioethics) is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jodie Long:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Politics of Adoption: Gender and the Making of French Citizenship (Basic Bioethics) provide you with
new experience in examining a book.

Mark Shanks:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Politics of
Adoption: Gender and the Making of French Citizenship (Basic Bioethics) as well as others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Politics of Adoption:
Gender and the Making of French Citizenship (Basic Bioethics) to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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