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How, asks James E. Strick, could spontaneous generation--the idea that living things can suddenly arise from
nonliving materials--come to take root for a time (even a brief one) in so thoroughly unsuitable a field as
British natural theology? No less an authority than Aristotle claimed that cases of spontaneous generation
were to be observed in nature, and the idea held sway for centuries. Beginning around the time of the
Scientific Revolution, however, the doctrine was increasingly challenged; attempts to prove or disprove it led
to important breakthroughs in experimental design and laboratory techniques, most notably sterilization
methods, that became the cornerstones of modern microbiology and sped the ascendancy of the germ theory
of disease.

The Victorian debates, Strick shows, were entwined with the public controversy over Darwin's theory of
evolution. While other histories of the debates between 1860 and 1880 have focused largely on the
experiments of John Tyndall, Henry Charlton Bastian, and others, Sparks of Life emphasizes previously
understudied changes in the theories that underlay the debates. Strick argues that the disputes cannot be
understood without full knowledge of the factional infighting among Darwinians themselves, as they
struggled to create a socially and scientifically viable form of "Darwinian" science. He shows that even the
terms of the debate, such as "biogenesis," usually but incorrectly attributed to Huxley, were intensely
contested.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over Spontaneous Generation can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over Spontaneous Generation although doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Patricia Diaz:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over Spontaneous Generation this publication
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Sandra Wright:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Sparks of Life:
Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over Spontaneous Generation which is keeping the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's see.

Thomas Rojas:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Sparks of Life: Darwinism and the Victorian Debates over Spontaneous Generation when
you necessary it?
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