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How well do we know our country? Whom do we include when we use the word "American"? These are not
just contemporary issues but recurring questions Americans have asked themselves throughout their history--
and questions that were addressed when, in 1935, the Roosevelt administration created the Federal Writers'
Project (FWP) under the aegis of the Works Progress Administration. Although the immediate context of the
FWP was work relief, national FWP officials developed programs that spoke to much larger and longer-
standing debates over the nature of American identity and culture and the very definition of who was an
American.

Hirsch reviews the founding of the FWP and the significance of its American Guide series, considering the
choices made by administrators who wanted to celebrate diversity as a positive aspect of American cultural
identity. In his exploration of the FWP's other writings, Hirsch discusses the project's pioneering use of oral
history in interviews with ordinary southerners, ex-slaves, ethnic minorities, and industrial workers. He also
examines congressional critics of the FWP vision; the occasional opposition of local Federal Writers,
especially in the South; and how the FWP's vision changed in response to the challenge of World War II. In
the course of this study, Hirsch raises thought-provoking questions about the relationships between diversity
and unity, government and culture, and, ultimately, culture and democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Cottrell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Portrait of America: A Cultural History of the Federal Writers' Project. Try
to the actual book Portrait of America: A Cultural History of the Federal Writers' Project as your close
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Greg Christenson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Portrait of America: A Cultural History of the Federal Writers' Project.

Stacie Schneider:

The guide with title Portrait of America: A Cultural History of the Federal Writers' Project has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Cheryl Edgerly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Portrait
of America: A Cultural History of the Federal Writers' Project.
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