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Beginning with Japan's early exposure to Christianity by the very successful Roman Catholic mission to
Japan in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and the resultant persecution and prohibition of
Christianity, Laman lays the groundwork for understanding the experience of nineteenth-century Protestant
missionaries, among whom those of the Reformed Church in America were in the forefront. The early efforts
of the Browns, Verbecks, Ballaghs, and Stouts, their failures and successes, are recounted within the cultural
and political context of the anti-Western, anti-Christian Japan of the time.

Verbeck's service to the government helped bring about gradual change. The first Protestant church was
organized with a vision for ecumenical mission, and during several promising years, churches and mission
schools were organized. Reformed Church missionaries encouraged and trained Japanese leaders from the
beginning, the first Japanese ministers were ordained in 1877, and the Japanese church soon exhibited a
spirit of independence, ushering in an era of growing missionary/Japanese partnership.

The rise of the Japanese empire, a reinvigorated nationalism, and its progression to militarist ultranationalism
brought on a renewed anti-Western, anti-Christian reaction and new challenges to both mission and church.
With the outbreak of World War II, the Japanese government consolidated all Protestant churches into the
Kyodan to facilitate control.

Laman continues the account of Reformed Church partners in mission in Japan in the midst of post-war
devastation and subsequent social and political tensions. The ecumenical involvement and continued
clarification of mutual mission finds the Reformed Church a full participant with a mature Japanese church.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Spears:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Pioneers to Partners: The Reformed
Church in American and Christian Mission with the Japanese (The Historical Series of the Reformed Church
in America (HSRCA)) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

The particular book Pioneers to Partners: The Reformed Church in American and Christian Mission with the
Japanese (The Historical Series of the Reformed Church in America (HSRCA)) has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after looking over this book.

Catherine Taylor:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Pioneers to Partners: The Reformed Church in
American and Christian Mission with the Japanese (The Historical Series of the Reformed Church in
America (HSRCA)) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lionel Gutierrez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Pioneers to Partners: The Reformed Church in American and Christian
Mission with the Japanese (The Historical Series of the Reformed Church in America (HSRCA)) was filled
with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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