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In the fall of 1723, two London theaters staged, almost simultaneously, pantomime performances of the
Faust story. Unlike traditional five-act plays, pantomime—a bawdy hybrid of dance, music, spectacle, and
commedia dell'arte featuring the familiar figure of the harlequin at its center-was a theatrical experience of
unprecedented accessibility. The immediate popularity of this new genre drew theater apprentices to the
cities to learn the new style, and pantomime became the subject of lively debate within British society.
Alexander Pope and Henry Fielding bitterly opposed the intrusion into legitimate literary culture of what
they regarded as fairground amusements that appealed to sensation and passion over reason and judgment. In
Harlequin Britain, literary scholar John O'Brien examines this new form of entertainment and the effect it
had on British culture. Why did pantomime become so popular so quickly? Why was it perceived as
culturally threatening and socially destabilizing? O'Brien finds that pantomime's socially subversive
commentary cut through the dampened spirit of debate created by Robert Walpole's one-party rule. At the
same time, pantomime appealed to the abstracted taste of the mass audience. Its extraordinary popularity
underscores the continuing centrality of live performance in a culture that is most typically seen as having
shifted its attention to the written text-in particular, to the novel. Written in a lively style rich with anecdotes,
Harlequin Britain establishes the emergence of eighteenth-century English pantomime, with its promiscuous
blending of genres and subjects, as a key moment in the development of modern entertainment culture.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760.

Nelson Gendron:

Here thing why this particular Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment,
1690-1760 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no guide that similar with Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 in e-book can be your substitute.

Nancy Sobel:

The book untitled Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment, 1690-1760 is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and Entertainment,
1690-1760 from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

John Razo:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its
protect may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Harlequin Britain: Pantomime and
Entertainment, 1690-1760 why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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