
Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the
Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in

Native American Studies Series)
Louellyn White

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B017N4ZEFQ
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B017N4ZEFQ
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B017N4ZEFQ


Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne
Freedom School (New Directions in Native American Studies
Series)

Louellyn White

Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in
Native American Studies Series) Louellyn White
Akwesasne territory straddles the U.S.-Canada border in upstate New York, Ontario, and Quebec. In 1979, in
the midst of a major conflict regarding self-governance, traditional Mohawks there asserted their sovereign
rights to self-education. Concern over the loss of language and culture and clashes with the public school
system over who had the right to educate their children sparked the birth of the Akwesasne Freedom School
(AFS) and its grassroots, community-based approach. In Free to Be Mohawk, Louellyn White traces the
history of the AFS, a tribally controlled school operated without direct federal, state, or provincial funding,
and explores factors contributing to its longevity and its impact on alumni, students, teachers, parents, and
staff.

Through interviews, participant observations, and archival research, White presents an in-depth picture of the
Akwesasne Freedom School as a model of Indigenous holistic education that incorporates traditional
teachings, experiential methods, and language immersion. Alumni, parents, and teachers describe how the
school has fostered a strong sense of what it is to be “fully Mohawk.” White explores the complex
relationship between language and identity and shows how AFS participants transcend historical
colonization by negotiating their sense of self.

According to Mohawk elder Sakokwenionkwas (Tom Porter), “The prophecies say that the time will come
when the grandchildren will speak to the whole world. The reason for the Akwesasne Freedom School is so
the grandchildren will have something significant to say.” In a world where forced assimilation and colonial
education have resulted in the loss or endangerment of hundreds of Indigenous languages, the Akwesasne
Freedom School provides a cultural and linguistic sanctuary. White’s timely study reminds readers, including
the Canadian and U.S. governments, of the critical importance of an Indigenous nation’s authority over the
education of its children.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Hawkes:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Free to
Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native American
Studies Series), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Pamela Edmonds:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Free to
Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native American
Studies Series) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Free to Be
Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native American
Studies Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Dianne Tripp:

The book untitled Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New
Directions in Native American Studies Series) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Dorothy Penland:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at



this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School
(New Directions in Native American Studies Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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