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Medical care of the terminally ill is one of the most emotionally fraught and controversial issues before the
public today. As medicine advances and technologies develop, end-of-life care becomes more individualized
and uncertain, guided less by science and more by values and beliefs. The crux of the controversy is when to
withhold or withdraw curative treatments--when is enough, enough?
Political debates rage about when treatment is no longer effective; difficult cases are contested in courts; and
the media devour the most sensational aspects of end-of-life care. In all this excitement and controversy,
what is sadly overlooked is the extreme pressure that care of the terminally ill puts on medical staff as they
deal with patients and their families and make life-or-death decisions. That pressure--the psychological strain
and continuing uncertainties--is magnified when the patients are children.
David Bearison looks at this controversial issue from the perspective of the medical staff caring for dying
children. Not just doctors, but nurses and counselors as well. By capturing their stories--as no other book has,
Bearison is able to move beyond broad, abstract ideas about end-of-life care to convey the situated contexts
of such care, including the complications, disagreements, frustrations, confusions, and unexpected setbacks.
In addition to a discussion of questions surrounding whether to withhold or withdraw curative treatments,
When Treatment Fails explores the crucial concerns of those medical practitioners who care for dying
children: education and training, relation with one another, communicating with patients and families, and
finally, coping and moving on. Ultimately, the threads connecting these themes are the great costs and
rewards of this difficult work, and the lessons that can be drawn from the nitty-gritty experiences of medical
practitioners who struggle to find the balance between trying to defeat death and trying to provide comfort.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

Here thing why this When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve
that similar with When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of When
Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children in e-book can be your alternate.

Trevor Wright:

Often the book When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book When Treatment Fails: How Medicine
Cares for Dying Children is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

George Lehman:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children this
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Cherie Fidler:

Beside that When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children in your phone, it might give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to



miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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