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A famous magician's journey to find the greatest cardsharp ever evokes the forgotten world of magic
where Americans found escape during the Great Depression

It has the nostalgic quality of an old-fashioned fable, but Karl Johnson's The Magician and the Cardsharp is
a true story that lovingly re-creates the sparkle of a vanished world. Here, set against the backdrop of
America struggling through the Depression, is the world of magic, a realm of stars, sleight of hand, and sin
where dreams could be realized - or stolen away.

Following the Crash of '29, Dai Vernon, known by magicians as "the man who fooled Houdini," is tramping
down Midwestern backroads, barely making ends meet. While swapping secrets with a Mexican gambler, he
hears of a guy he doesn't quite believe is real - a legendary mystery man who deals perfectly from the center
of the deck and who locals call the greatest cardsharp of all time. Determined to find the reclusive genius,
Vernon sets out on a journey through America's shady, slick, and sinful side - from mob-run Kansas City
through railroad towns that looked sleepy only in the daytime. Does he find the sharp?

Well, Karl Johnson did - after years of research into Vernon's colorful quest, research that led him to places
he never knew existed. Johnson takes us to the cardsharp's doorstep and shows us how he bestowed on
Vernon the greatest secret in magic. The Magician and the Cardsharp is a unique and endlessly entertaining
piece of history that reveals the artistry and obsession of a special breed of American showmen.
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for
America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist as your daily resource information.

Robert Densmore:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Magician and the
Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest Sleight-of-Hand Artist which is getting the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's see.

Francisco Morgan:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely The Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest
Sleight-of-Hand Artist. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Magician and the Cardsharp: The Search for America's Greatest
Sleight-of-Hand Artist can make you sense more interested to read.
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