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"The Invisible Line" shines light on one of the most important, but too often hidden, aspects of American
history and culture. Sharfstein's narrative of three families negotiating America's punishing racial terrain is a
must read for all who are interested in the construction of race in the United States."
--Annette Gordon-Reed, Pulitzer Prize winning author of The Hemingses of Monticello

In America, race is a riddle. The stories we tell about our past have calcified into the fiction that we are
neatly divided into black or white. It is only with the widespread availability of DNA testing and the boom in
genealogical research that the frequency with which individuals and entire families crossed the color line has
become clear.

In this sweeping history, Daniel J. Sharfstein unravels the stories of three families who represent the
complexity of race in America and force us to rethink our basic assumptions about who we are. The Gibsons
were wealthy landowners in the South Carolina backcountry who became white in the 1760s, ascending to
the heights of the Southern elite and ultimately to the U.S. Senate. The Spencers were hardscrabble farmers
in the hills of Eastern Kentucky, joining an isolated Appalachian community in the 1840s and for the better
part of a century hovering on the line between white and black. The Walls were fixtures of the rising black
middle class in post-Civil War Washington, D.C., only to give up everything they had fought for to become
white at the dawn of the twentieth century. Together, their interwoven and intersecting stories uncover a
forgotten America in which the rules of race were something to be believed but not necessarily obeyed.

Defining their identities first as people of color and later as whites, these families provide a lens for
understanding how people thought about and experienced race and how these ideas and experiences evolved-
how the very meaning of black and white changed-over time. Cutting through centuries of myth, amnesia,
and poisonous racial politics, The Invisible Line will change the way we talk about race, racism, and civil
rights.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Invisible Line: Three American Families
and the Secret Journey from Black to White to read.

Barbie Brookins:

Here thing why this The Invisible Line: Three American Families and the Secret Journey from Black to
White are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Invisible Line: Three American Families and
the Secret Journey from Black to White giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Invisible Line: Three American
Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It
is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Invisible Line: Three American
Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White in e-book can be your option.

David Goodspeed:

Often the book The Invisible Line: Three American Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White
will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Invisible Line: Three
American Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Roland Collins:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Invisible Line: Three American
Families and the Secret Journey from Black to White which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.
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