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The process of nation-building in Latin America transformed the relations between the state, the economy,
and nature. Between 1760 and 1940, the economies of most countries in the Spanish Caribbean came to
depend heavily on the export of plant products, such as coffee, tobacco, and sugar. After the mid-nineteenth
century, this model of export-led economic growth also became a central tenet of liberal projects of nation-
building. As international competition grew and commodity prices fell over this period, Latin American
growers strove to remain competitive by increasing agricultural production. By the turn of the twentieth
century, their pursuit of export-led growth had generated severe environmental problems, including soil
exhaustion, erosion, and epidemic outbreaks of crop diseases and pests.

This book traces the history of the intersections between nature, economy, and nation in the Spanish
Caribbean through a history of the agricultural and botanical sciences. Growers and governments in
Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Colombia, and Costa Rica turned to scientists to help them establish practical
and ideological control over nature. They hoped to use science to alleviate the pressing environmental and
economic stresses, without having to give up their commitment to export-led growth. Starting from an
overview of the relationship among science, nature, and development throughout the export boom of 1760 to
1930, Stuart McCook examines such topics as the relationship between scientific plant surveys and nation-
building, the development of a "creole science" to address the problems of tropical agriculture, the ecological
rationalization of the sugar industry, and the growth of technocratic ideologies of science and progress. He
concludes with a look at how the Great Depression of the 1930s changed the paradigms of economic and
political development and the role of science and nature in these paradigms.
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From reader reviews:

Sadie McBride:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
States of Nature: Science, Agriculture, and Environment in the Spanish Caribbean, 1760-1940, you are able
to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a reserve.

Christina Vallejo:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled States of Nature: Science, Agriculture, and Environment in the
Spanish Caribbean, 1760-1940 can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Maria Gray:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is States of Nature: Science, Agriculture, and Environment in the
Spanish Caribbean, 1760-1940 this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Mohammed Strohl:

You may get this States of Nature: Science, Agriculture, and Environment in the Spanish Caribbean, 1760-
1940 by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because



of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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