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What could seem less inviting than summer in the desert? For most people, this prospect conjures up the
image of relentless heat and parched earth; for biologist John Alcock, summer in Arizona's Sonoran Desert
represents an opportunity to investigate the wide variety of life that flourishes in one of the most extreme
environments in North America. "Only very special plants and animals can survive and reproduce in a place
that may receive as little as six inches of rain in a year," observes Alcock, "a place where the temperature
may rise above one hundred degrees each day for months on end." Yet he and other biologists have
discovered here startling signs of life hidden in plain view under the summer sun:

- male digger bees compete to reach virgins underground during the early summer mating season;

- the round-tailed ground squirrel goes about its business, sounding alarm calls when danger threatens its kin;

- the big-jawed beetles Dendrobias mandibularis emerge in time to feast on saguaro fruits and to use their
mandibles on rival males as well;

- Harris's hawks congregate in groups, showing their affinity for polyandry and communal hunting;

- robberflies mimic the appearance of the bees and wasps on which they prey;

- and peccaries reveal the adaptation of their reproductive cycle to the desert's seasonal rains.

The book's 38 chapters introduce readers to these and other desert animals and plants, tracing the course of
the season through activities as vibrant as mating rituals and as subtle as the gradual deterioration of a fallen
saguaro cactus. Enhanced by the line drawings of Marilyn Hoff Stewart, Sonoran Desert Summer is both an
account of how modern biology operates and a celebration of the beauty and diversity that can be found in
even the most unpromising places.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Young:

The book Sonoran Desert Summer make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make examining a book Sonoran Desert Summer to get your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like available and read a guide Sonoran Desert Summer. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sam Grimes:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sonoran Desert Summer is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Jessica Garcia:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Sonoran Desert Summer that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
are able to pick Sonoran Desert Summer become your personal starter.

Nancy Leto:

You will get this Sonoran Desert Summer by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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