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Losing It All to Sprawl is the poignant chronicle of award-winning nature writer Bill Belleville and how he
came to understand and love his historic Cracker farmhouse and "relic" neighborhood in central Florida,
even as it was all wiped out from under him. Belleville's narrative is eloquent, informed, and impassioned, a
saga in which tractors and backhoes trample through the woods next to his home in order to build the
backbone of Florida sprawl--the mall.

As heavy machinery encircles Belleville and his community--the noise growing louder and closer, displacing
everything Belleville has called home for the past fifteen years--he tells a story that is much older, 10,000
years older. The story stretches back to the Timucua and the Mayaca living in harmony with Florida's
environment; the conquistadors who expected much from, but also feared, this "land of flowers"; the turn-of-
the-century tourists "modernizing" and "climatizing" the state; the original Cracker families who lived in
Belleville's farmhouse. In stark contrast to this millennia-long transformation is the whiplash of unbridled
growth and development that threatens the nearby wilderness of the Wekiva River system, consuming
Belleville's home and, ultimately, his very sense of place.

In Florida, one of the nation's fastest growing states (and where local and state governments encourage
growth), balancing use with preservation is an uphill battle. Sprawl spreads into the countryside, consuming
not just natural lands but Old Florida neighborhoods and their unique history. In Losing It All to Sprawl,
Belleville accounts for the impacts--social, political, natural, personal--that a community in the crosshairs of
unsustainable growth ultimately must bear, but he also offers Floridians, and anyone facing the blight of
urban confusion, the hope that can be found in the rediscovery and appreciation of the natural landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Losing It All to Sprawl: How
Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture) book because this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Cynthia Hughes:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Losing It All to Sprawl: How Progress
Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture), you could enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Angel Sutton:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Losing It All to Sprawl: How Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and
Culture). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Jessica Harris:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Losing It All to Sprawl: How Progress Ate
My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Losing It All to Sprawl: How
Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture) can to be your friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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