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What links conscious experience of pain, joy, color, and smell to bioelectrical activity in the brain? How can
anything physical give rise to nonphysical, subjective, conscious states? Christof Koch has devoted much of
his career to bridging the seemingly unbridgeable gap between the physics of the brain and phenomenal
experience. This engaging book -- part scientific overview, part memoir, part futurist speculation -- describes
Koch's search for an empirical explanation for consciousness. Koch recounts not only the birth of the modern
science of consciousness but also the subterranean motivation for his quest -- his instinctual (if "romantic")
belief that life is meaningful.Koch describes his own groundbreaking work with Francis Crick in the 1990s
and 2000s and the gradual emergence of consciousness (once considered a "fringy" subject) as a legitimate
topic for scientific investigation. Present at this paradigm shift were Koch and a handful of colleagues,
including Ned Block, David Chalmers, Stanislas Dehaene, Giulio Tononi, Wolf Singer, and others. Aiding
and abetting it were new techniques to listen in on the activity of individual nerve cells, clinical studies, and
brain-imaging technologies that allowed safe and noninvasive study of the human brain in action. Koch gives
us stories from the front lines of modern research into the neurobiology of consciousness as well as his own
reflections on a variety of topics, including the distinction between attention and awareness, the unconscious,
how neurons respond to Homer Simpson, the physics and biology of free will, dogs, Der Ring des
Nibelungen, sentient machines, the loss of his belief in a personal God, and sadness. All of them are
signposts in the pursuit of his life's work -- to uncover the roots of consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

William Herold:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press) can
be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Melvin Schroeder:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features
high quality.

David Burch:

The book untitled Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice examine.

John Cheung:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist (MIT Press)



when you needed it?
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