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Exploring the role of rhetoric in African American identity and political discourse

Dexter B. Gordon’s Black Identity: Rhetoric, Ideology, and Nineteenth-Century Black Nationalism explores
the problem of racial alienation and the importance of rhetoric in the formation of black identity in the
United States. Faced with alienation and disenfranchisement as a part of their daily experience, African
Americans developed collective practices of empowerment that cohere as a constitutive rhetoric of black
ideology. Exploring the origins of that rhetoric, Gordon reveals how the ideology of black nationalism
functions in contemporary African American political discourse.

Rooting his study in the words and works of nineteenth-century black abolitionists such as Maria Stewart,
David Walker, and Henry Garnet, Gordon explores the rapprochement between rhetorical theory, race,
alienation, and the role of public memory in identity formation. He argues that abolitionists used language in
their speeches, pamphlets, letters, petitions, and broadsides that established black identity in ways that would
foster liberation and empowerment. The arguments presented here constitute the only sustained treatment of
nineteenth-century black activists from a rhetorical perspective. 

Gordon demonstrates the pivotal role of rhetoric in African American efforts to create a viable public voice.
Understanding nineteenth-century black alienation—and its intersection with twentieth-century racism—is
crucial to understanding the continued sense of alienation that African Americans express about their
American experience. Gordon explains how the ideology of black nationalism disciplines and describes
African American life for its own ends, exposing a central piece of the ideological struggle for the soul of
America. The book is both a platform for further discussion and an invitation for more voices to join the
discourse as we search for ways to comprehend the sense of alienation experienced and expressed by African
Americans in contemporary society.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Black Identity: Rhetoric, Ideology, and Nineteenth-Century Black
Nationalism. Try to stumble through book Black Identity: Rhetoric, Ideology, and Nineteenth-Century Black
Nationalism as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Susannah Williams:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Black Identity: Rhetoric, Ideology, and
Nineteenth-Century Black Nationalism was making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Black Identity: Rhetoric,
Ideology, and Nineteenth-Century Black Nationalism is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Black Identity: Rhetoric, Ideology, and
Nineteenth-Century Black Nationalism. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Gertrude Ponder:

The book untitled Black Identity: Rhetoric, Ideology, and Nineteenth-Century Black Nationalism is the e-
book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Black Identity: Rhetoric, Ideology, and Nineteenth-Century Black
Nationalism from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kelly Edge:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Black
Identity: Rhetoric, Ideology, and Nineteenth-Century Black Nationalism provide you with new experience in



studying a book.
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