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During the mid-1960s, a small group of young journalists made it their mission to write about popular music,
especially rock, as something worthy of serious intellectual scrutiny. Their efforts not only transformed the
perspective on the era’s music but revolutionized how Americans have come to think, talk, and write about
popular music ever since.

In Writing the Record, Devon Powers explores this shift by focusing on The Village Voice, a key publication
in the rise of rock criticism. Revisiting the work of early pop critics such as Richard Goldstein and Robert
Christgau, Powers shows how they stood at the front lines of the mass culture debates, challenging old
assumptions and hierarchies and offering pioneering political and social critiques of the music. Part of a
college-educated generation of journalists, Voice critics explored connections between rock and
contemporary intellectual trends such as postmodernism, identity politics, and critical theory. In so doing,
they became important forerunners of the academic study of popular culture that would emerge during the
1970s.

Drawing on archival materials, interviews, and insights from media and cultural studies, Powers not only
narrates a story that has been long overlooked but also argues that pop music criticism has been an important
channel for the expression of public intellectualism. This is a history that is particularly relevant today, given
the challenges faced by criticism of all stripes in our current media environment. Powers makes the case for
the value of well-informed cultural criticism in an age when it is often suggested that “everyone is a critic.”
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

The book Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (American Popular Music)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make studying a book Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism
(American Popular Music) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a
e-book Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism (American Popular Music).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Sandra Kelley:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the
Birth of Rock Criticism (American Popular Music), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Harold Karr:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock
Criticism (American Popular Music) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Teresa White:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Writing the Record: The Village Voice and the Birth of Rock Criticism
(American Popular Music) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to



get book that you just wanted.
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