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Four Sisters of Hofei is an intimate encounter with Chinese history, told through the collective memory and
stories of four sisters born between 1908 and 1924, and with the benefit of the extraordinary knowledge of
Yale historian Annping Chin.

Now in their late eighties and early nineties, the Chang sisters lived through a century of historic change in
China. In this extraordinary work, assembled with the benefit of letter, diaries, family histories, poetry,
journals, and interviews, Annping Chin shapes the story of this family into a riveting chronicle that provides
uncanny insight into the old China and its transition to the new.

From their father, the Chang sister inherited reason and a belief in the virtues of modern education. From
their mother they learned about the human spirit and the art of finding an appropriate path. Their nurse-
nannies -- uneducated widows from the Hofei countryside -- contributed their own traditional beliefs and
opinions on modern ways. As the sisters grew up, one broke with tradition to marry an actor, one survived
the most violent political years of Communist rule, one married one of China's greatest novelists, and one,
raised separately by her devout Buddhist great-aunt, was taught to be a rigorous practitioner of China's
classical arts.

The Chang sisters' prolific correspondence provides a rare glimpse of private life in China during the
twentieth century, as well as a chronicle of the country from prosperity to persecution, from foreign wars to
Cultural Revolution. In Chin's expert prose, Four Sisters of Hofei is an intensely person story that illustrates
the complex history of a complex land.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

The feeling that you get from Four Sisters of Hofei: A History is the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but Four Sisters of Hofei: A History giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Four Sisters of Hofei: A History instantly.

Cindy Martin:

Typically the book Four Sisters of Hofei: A History has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Thomas Barreto:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Four Sisters of Hofei: A History is
simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Arielle Griffin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Four Sisters of Hofei: A History or even
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Four
Sisters of Hofei: A History to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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