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A 39-month Wartime Odyssey through the Southwest Pacific Area. Based on the true diary and oral
history of Col. John F. Day Jr.

First Lieutenant John F. Day Jr. was a 30-year-old Reserve Army Officer when he was called to active duty
in November 1940. On December 7, 1941, Day found himself aboard a troop ship in the mid-Pacific in route
to the Philippine Islands. The USS Republic, a ship in the Pensacola Convoy, was eight-days out of Pearl
Harbor sailing to re-enforce Gen. Douglas MacArthur. The Japanese attack altered the voyage and changed
Day’s life.

This is the story of Day’s three-year odyssey to reach Manila. After dodging Japanese bombs and strafing
attacks in Java, Day escapes to Melbourne where he arrives two days in advance of Gen. Douglas
MacArthur’s arrival from Corregidor. As one of few U.S. Army officers in Australia, Day is appointed the
first Headquarters Commandant for Gen. MacArthur to support the Allied counter offensive. As a keen
observer of people, Day follows the antics of the generals and the personalities of GHQ, while his heart
remains firmly with the foot soldiers in the jungle. Day’s journey takes him across Australia, New Guinea,
and the Philippines. Only the atomic bomb spares him from joining the invasion force for Japan.

The story is told through Day’s original diary, letters, and oral history. His narrative is supported by
historical research of the wartime events that swirled about him.

There are few 20th century Americans more controversial than General Douglas MacArthur and yet his
leadership in the neglected Southwest Pacific theatre of the Second World War remains one of the least
studied aspects of the conflict. The publication of Major John F Day Jr.’s fascinating diary and letters is a
valuable contribution to our knowledge of the inner workings of MacArthur’s GHQ, from the unique
perspective of a junior officer not enthralled by the “Bataan gang” and with great empathy for the combat
troops he’d once been part of before he was elevated to the role of Headquarters Commandant.

The author has added significant contextual information which makes clear what was unfolding in the
Southwest Pacific frontlines from Java to the Philippines, at times far from the intense office politics of GHQ
in Brisbane. — Karen Nunan, Curator, MacArthur Museum Brisbane, Brisbane, Australia
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From reader reviews:

Dominic Loflin:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the
First Headquarters Commandant for General Douglas MacArthur in Australia.. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book An Officer in
MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant for General Douglas MacArthur in
Australia.. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a
book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Tyron Lenahan:

The e-book untitled An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant for
General Douglas MacArthur in Australia. is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First
Headquarters Commandant for General Douglas MacArthur in Australia. from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Carlos Moses:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir
of the First Headquarters Commandant for General Douglas MacArthur in Australia. book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still question An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First
Headquarters Commandant for General Douglas MacArthur in Australia. as good book not only by the cover
but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kathe Waller:

This An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant for General
Douglas MacArthur in Australia. is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information since
it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or



perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this An Officer in MacArthur's Court. a
Memoir of the First Headquarters Commandant for General Douglas MacArthur in Australia. can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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