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Of the thousands of people who escaped through the Pyrenees during World War II, at least one hundred
owe their lives to a daring scheme that Belgian Charles Schepens masterminded in Mendive, a remote
Basque village near the French-Spanish border. The story of this near-miraculous resistance effort, an epic
undertaking carried out in plain view of the Nazis, is recounted in full for the first time in The Surgeon and
the Shepherd, an incredible, true tale of wartime heroism.

In 1942, in coordination with the Belgian resistance, Schepens stage-managed a highly secret information
and evacuation service through the counterfeit operation of a back-country lumbering enterprise. This book
traces Schepens’s gradual transformation from an apolitical young ophthalmologist into double agent
“Jacques Pérot,” and his emergence in the postwar period as a modern folk hero to the residents of Mendive.
Woven into the account are the stories of a remarkable international cast of characters, most notably the
Basque shepherd Jean Sarochar, regarded as a local misfit, with whom Schepens formed his most unlikely
partnership and an enduring friendship.

Part biography, part spy tale, part cultural study, The Surgeon and the Shepherd is based on more than ten
years of oral history research. The saga of a Belgian “first resister” who, by posing as a collaborator,
successfully duped both the Germans and the local French Basque population, it offers a powerful and
illuminating picture of moral and physical courage.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance
Heroes in Vichy France. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

Rose Sosa:

The reserve untitled The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy
France from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Larry Swartz:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France
this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suited
all of you.

Violet Iverson:

Beside this specific The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France in your phone,
it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy
France because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand.



The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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