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The French state has long had a troubled relationship with its diverse Muslim populations. In Only Muslim,
Naomi Davidson traces this turbulence to the 1920s and 1930s, when North Africans first immigrated to
French cities in significant numbers. Drawing on police reports, architectural blueprints, posters, propaganda
films, and documentation from metropolitan and colonial officials as well as anticolonial nationalists, she
reveals the ways in which French politicians and social scientists created a distinctly French vision of Islam
that would inform public policy and political attitudes toward Muslims for the rest of the century-Islam
français. French Muslims were cast into a permanent "otherness" that functioned in the same way as racial
difference. This notion that one was only and forever Muslim was attributed to all immigrants from North
Africa, though in time "Muslim" came to function as a synonym for Algerian, despite the diversity of the
North and West African population.

Davidson grounds her narrative in the history of the Mosquée de Paris, which was inaugurated in 1926 and
epitomized the concept of Islam français. Built in official gratitude to the tens of thousands of Muslim
subjects of France who fought and were killed in World War I, the site also provided the state with a means
to regulate Muslim life throughout the metropole beginning during the interwar period. Later chapters turn to
the consequences of the state's essentialized view of Muslims in the Vichy years and during the Algerian
War. Davidson concludes with current debates over plans to build a Muslim cultural institute in the middle
of a Parisian immigrant neighborhood, showing how Islam remains today a marker of an unassimilable
difference.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Only Muslim:
Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Harriet White:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-
Century France as the daily resource information.

Timothy Holeman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Only Muslim: Embodying
Islam in Twentieth-Century France, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Brandon Gentry:

Beside this specific Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France in your phone, it can give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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