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We all know the name Nostradamus, but who was he really? Why did his predictions become so influential
in Renaissance Europe and then keep resurfacing for nearly five centuries? And what does Nostradamus's
endurance in the West say about us and our own world?

In Nostradamus: How an Obscure Renaissance Astrologer Became the Modern Prophet of Doom, historian
Stéphane Gerson takes readers on a journey back in time to explore the life and afterlife of Michel de
Nostredame, the astrologer whose Prophecies have been interpreted, adopted by successive media, and
eventually transformed into the Gospel of Doom for the modern age. Whenever we seem to enter a new era,
whenever the premises of our worldview are questioned or imperiled, Nostradamus offers certainty and
solace. In 1666, guests at posh English dinner parties discussed his quatrain about the Great Fire of London.
In 1942, the Jewish writer Irène Némirovsky latched her hopes for survival to Nostradamus' prediction that
the war would soon end. And on September 12, 2001, teenagers proclaimed on the streets of Brooklyn that
"this guy, Nostradamus" had seen the 9/11 attacks coming.
Through prodigious research in European and American archives, Gerson shows that Nostradamus — a
creature of the modern West rather than a vestige from some antediluvian era — tells us more about our past
and our present than about our future. In chronicling the life of this mystifying figure and the lasting
fascination with his predictions, Gerson's book becomes a historical biography of a belief: the faith that we
can know tomorrow and master our anxieties through the powers of an extraordinary but ever more elusive
seer.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Mallard:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar
on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Nostradamus:
How an Obscure Renaissance Astrologer Became the Modern Prophet of Doom to read.

Russell Stringer:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Nostradamus: How an
Obscure Renaissance Astrologer Became the Modern Prophet of Doom, you may tells your family, friends
and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

David Dabbs:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Nostradamus: How an Obscure Renaissance Astrologer Became the Modern Prophet of Doom
this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book ideal all of you.

Betty Jordan:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we



know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Nostradamus: How an Obscure Renaissance Astrologer Became the
Modern Prophet of Doom can make you really feel more interested to read.
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