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Maya Exodus offers a richly detailed account of how a group of indigenous people has adopted a global
language of human rights to press claims for social change and social justice. Anthropologist Heidi Moksnes
describes how Catholic Maya in the municipality of Chenalhó in Chiapas, Mexico, have changed their
position vis-à-vis the Mexican state—from being loyal clients dependent on a patron, to being citizens who
have rights—as a means of exodus from poverty.

Moksnes lived in Chenalhó in the mid-1990s and has since followed how Catholic Maya have adopted
liberation theology and organized a religious and political movement to both advance their sociopolitical
position in Mexico and restructure local Maya life. She came to know members of the Catholic organization
Las Abejas shortly before they made headlines when forty-five members, including women and children,
were killed by Mexican paramilitary troops because of their sympathy with the Zapatistas. In the years since
the massacre at Acteal, Las Abejas has become a global symbol of indigenous pacifist resistance against state
oppression.

The Catholic Maya in Chenalhó see their poverty as a legacy of colonial rule perpetuated by the present
Mexican government, and believe that their suffering is contrary to the will of God. Moksnes shows how this
antagonism toward the state is exacerbated by the government’s recent neoliberal policies, which have ended
pro-peasant programs while employing a discourse on human rights. In this context, Catholic Maya debate
the value of pressing the state with their claims. Instead, they seek independent routes to influence and
resources, through the Catholic Diocese and nongovernmental organizations—relations, however, that also
help to create new dependencies.

This book incorporates voices of Maya men and women as they form new identities, rethink central
conceptions of being human, and assert citizenship rights. Maya Exodus deepens our understanding of the
complexities involved in striving for social change. Ultimately, it highlights the contradictory messages
marginalized peoples encounter when engaging with the globally celebrated human rights discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Roberts:

This book untitled Maya Exodus: Indigenous Struggle for Citizenship in Chiapas to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Charles Stubblefield:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Maya Exodus: Indigenous Struggle for Citizenship in Chiapas the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Maya Exodus: Indigenous Struggle for Citizenship in
Chiapas giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lillian Thrasher:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Maya Exodus: Indigenous Struggle for Citizenship in Chiapas can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Julie Berkey:

This Maya Exodus: Indigenous Struggle for Citizenship in Chiapas is brand new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Maya Exodus:
Indigenous Struggle for Citizenship in Chiapas can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort
for your better life along with knowledge.
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