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Why do we find polar bears only in the Arctic and penguins only in the Antarctic? Why do oceanic islands
often have many types of birds but no large native mammals?

As Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace travelled across distant lands studying the wildlife they both
noticed that the distribution of plants and animals formed striking patterns - patterns that held strong clues to
the past of the planet.

The study of the spatial distribution of living things is known as biogeography. It is a field that could be said
to have begun with Darwin and Wallace. In this lively book, Denis McCarthy tells the story of biogeography,
from the 19th century to its growth into a major field of interdisciplinary research in the present day. It is a
story that encompasses two great, insightful theories that were to provide the explanations to the strange
patterns of life across the world - evolution, and plate
tectonics.

We find animals and plants where we do because, over time, the continents have moved, separating and
coalescing in a long, slow dance; because sea levels have risen, cutting off one bit of land from another, and
fallen, creating land bridges; because new and barren volcanic islands have risen up from the sea; and
because animals and plants vary greatly in their ability to travel, and separation has caused the formation of
new species. The story of biogeography is the story of how life has
responded and has in turn altered the ever changing Earth. It is a narrative that includes many fascinating
tales - of pygmy mammoths and elephant birds; of changing landscapes; of radical ideas by bold young
scientists first dismissed and later, with vastly growing evidence, widely accepted. The story is
not yet done: there are still questions to be answered and biogeography is a lively area of research and
debate. But our view of the planet has been changed profoundly by biogeography and its related fields: the
emerging understanding is of a deeply interconnected system in which life and physical forces interact
dynamically in space and time.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Gardner:

The book Here Be Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions revolutionized our views of life
and Earth can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book Here Be Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions revolutionized our
views of life and Earth? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Here Be Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions revolutionized our views of life and Earth
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Monica Bonner:

Here thing why this specific Here Be Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions
revolutionized our views of life and Earth are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Here Be
Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions revolutionized our views of life and Earth giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication
that similar with Here Be Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions revolutionized our views
of life and Earth. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Here Be Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions
revolutionized our views of life and Earth in e-book can be your option.

Steven Jones:

The book untitled Here Be Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions revolutionized our
views of life and Earth is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Here
Be Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions revolutionized our views of life and Earth from
the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Katie Mueller:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their



pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah,
it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get
whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Here Be
Dragons: How the study of animal and plant distributions revolutionized our views of life and Earth can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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