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Benjamin Disraeli and William Ewart Gladstone are without doubt the two most iconic figures of nineteenth
century British politics. Their distinctly different personalities and policies led to 28 years of bitter political
rivalry. Between 1853 and Disraeli’s death in 1881, the two leaders repeatedly succeeded each other in
Westminster, first as Chancellors of the Exchequer and later as Prime Ministers, with Disraeli leading the
Conservatives and Gladstone the Liberals.

For the first time, this book provides the full story of their rivalry and its origins, comparing the upbringing,
education and personalities of the two leaders, as well as their political careers and time in office. Dick
Leonard compares the impact of religion – Judaism and Christianity respectively - on the two men, their
contrasting oratorical skills, their attitudes to political and social reform, foreign affairs and imperialism. It is
well known that Queen Victoria was much fonder of Disraeli than she was of Gladstone, but Leonard
provides new facets on the relationship between each premier and the monarch. In their private lives he
sheds new light on Gladstone's guilt-ridden obsession with seeking out prostitutes, ostensibly in order to
'reform' them, and Disraeli's passion for older women – his wife was 12 years his senior - as well as his
almost completely successful efforts to conceal the existence of two illegitimate children.

Providing important new perspectives on the two towering political characters of the Victorian Age and the
enduring legacy of a great rivalry, this book will be essential reading for anyone interested in nineteenth
century British history and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Bonita Murray:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli.

William McNally:

Here thing why this kind of Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and
Disraeli. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area,
café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli in e-book can be your alternate.

Joy Hutchinson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and
Disraeli is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Andrea Whitt:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is named of book Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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