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Uncertainty in Policy Making explores how uncertainty is interpreted and used by policy makers, experts and
politicians. It argues that conventional notions of rational, evidence-based policy making - hailed by
governments and organisations across the world as the only way to make good policy - is an impossible aim
in highly complex and uncertain environments; the blind pursuit of such a 'rational' goal is in fact irrational
in a world of competing values and interests.

The book centres around two high-profile and important case studies: the Iraq war and climate change policy
in the US, UK and Australia. Based on three years' research, including interviews with experts such as Hans
Blix, Paul Pillar, and Brian Jones, these two case studies show that the treatment of uncertainty issues in
specialist advice is largely determined by how well the advice fits with or contradicts the policy goals and
orientation of the policy elite. Instead of allowing the debates to be side-tracked by arguments over whose
science or expert advice is 'more right', we must accept that uncertainty in complex issues is unavoidable and
recognise the values and interests that lie at the heart of the issues. The book offers a 'hedging' approach
which will enable policy makers to manage rather than eliminate uncertainty.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

The book Uncertainty in Policy Making: Values and Evidence in Complex Decisions (The Earthscan Science
in Society Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make reading a book Uncertainty in Policy Making: Values and Evidence in Complex
Decisions (The Earthscan Science in Society Series) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Uncertainty in Policy Making: Values and Evidence in
Complex Decisions (The Earthscan Science in Society Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Rachel Robbins:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. Uncertainty in Policy Making: Values and Evidence in Complex Decisions
(The Earthscan Science in Society Series) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have
those short time problems.

Amanda Kline:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Uncertainty in Policy Making: Values and Evidence in Complex Decisions (The Earthscan Science in
Society Series) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Susan Gaier:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Uncertainty in Policy Making: Values and Evidence in
Complex Decisions (The Earthscan Science in Society Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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