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The Catskills (“Cat Creek” in Dutch), America’s original frontier, northwest of New York City, with its
seven hundred thousand acres of forest land preserve and its five counties—Delaware, Greene, Sullivan,
Ulster, Schoharie; America’s first great vacationland; the subject of the nineteenth-century Hudson River
School paintings that captured the almost godlike majesty of the mountains and landscapes, the skies,
waterfalls, pastures, cliffs . . . refuge and home to poets and gangsters, tycoons and politicians, preachers and
outlaws, musicians and spiritualists, outcasts and rebels . . .

Stephen Silverman and Raphael Silver tell of the turning points that made the Catskills so vital to the
development of America: Henry Hudson’s first spotting the distant blue mountains in 1609; the New York
State constitutional convention, resulting in New York’s own Declaration of Independence from Great
Britain and its own constitution, causing the ire of the invading British army . . . the Catskills as a popular
attraction in the 1800s, with the construction of the Catskill Mountain House and its rugged imitators that
offered WASP guests “one-hundred percent restricted” accommodations (“Hebrews will knock vainly for
admission”), a policy that remained until the Catskills became the curative for tubercular patients, sending
real-estate prices plummeting and the WASP enclave on to richer pastures . . .

Here are the gangsters (Jack “Legs” Diamond and Dutch Schultz, among them) who sought refuge in the
Catskill Mountains, and the resorts that after World War II catered to upwardly mobile Jewish families,
giving rise to hundreds of hotels inspired by Grossinger’s, the original “Disneyland with knishes”—the
Concord, Brown’s Hotel, Kutsher’s Hotel, and others—in what became known as the Borscht Belt and Sour
Cream Alps, with their headliners from movies and radio (Phil Silvers, Eddie Cantor, Milton Berle, et al.),
and others who learned their trade there, among them Moss Hart (who got his start organizing summer
theatricals), Sid Caesar, Lenny Bruce, Mel Brooks, Woody Allen, and Joan Rivers.

Here is a nineteenth-century America turning away from England for its literary and artistic inspiration,
finding it instead in Washington Irving’s “Rip Van Winkle” and his childhood recollections (set in the
Catskills) . . . in James Fenimore Cooper’s adventure-romances, which provided a pastoral history,
describing the shift from a colonial to a nationalist mentality . . . and in the canvases of Thomas Cole, Asher
B. Durand, Frederick Church, and others that caught the grandeur of the wilderness and that gave texture,
color, and form to Irving’s and Cooper’s imaginings.

Here are the entrepreneurs and financiers who saw the Catskills as a way to strike it rich, plundering the
resources that had been likened to “creation,” the Catskills’ tanneries that supplied the boots and saddles for
Union troops in the Civil War . . . and the bluestone quarries whose excavated rock became the curbs and
streets of the fast-growing Eastern Seaboard. 

Here are the Catskills brought fully to life in all of their intensity, beauty, vastness, and lunacy.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a book.
The book The Catskills: Its History and How It Changed America it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Thomas Rasmussen:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Catskills: Its History and How It Changed America why because the great
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Roger Borquez:

This The Catskills: Its History and How It Changed America is great publication for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Catskills: Its History and How It Changed America in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second
right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt which?

Duane Vega:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The
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