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Whether kids love or hate the food served there, the American school lunchroom is the stage for one of the
most popular yet flawed social welfare programs in our nation's history. School Lunch Politics covers this
complex and fascinating part of American culture, from its origins in early twentieth-century nutrition
science, through the establishment of the National School Lunch Program in 1946, to the transformation of
school meals into a poverty program during the 1970s and 1980s. Susan Levine investigates the politics and
culture of food; most specifically, who decides what American children should be eating, what policies
develop from those decisions, and how these policies might be better implemented.

Even now, the school lunch program remains problematic, a juggling act between modern beliefs about food,
nutrition science, and public welfare. Levine points to the program menus' dependence on agricultural
surplus commodities more than on children's nutritional needs, and she discusses the political policy barriers
that have limited the number of children receiving meals and which children were served. But she also shows
why the school lunch program has outlasted almost every other twentieth-century federal welfare initiative.
In the midst of privatization, federal budget cuts, and suspect nutritional guidelines where even ketchup
might be categorized as a vegetable, the program remains popular and feeds children who would otherwise
go hungry.

As politicians and the media talk about a national obesity epidemic, School Lunch Politics is a timely arrival
to the food policy debates shaping American health, welfare, and equality.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fox:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This School Lunch Politics: The Surprising
History of America's Favorite Welfare Program (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Luke Palmieri:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this School Lunch Politics:
The Surprising History of America's Favorite Welfare Program (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century
America) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Maria Antoine:

This School Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of America's Favorite Welfare Program (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason why of this School Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of America's Favorite
Welfare Program (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) can be one of many great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this School Lunch
Politics: The Surprising History of America's Favorite Welfare Program (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Emma Lavigne:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book School Lunch Politics: The Surprising
History of America's Favorite Welfare Program (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and



reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside
that the book School Lunch Politics: The Surprising History of America's Favorite Welfare Program (Politics
and Society in Twentieth-Century America) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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