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In this account of an unprecedented feat of engineering, vision, and courage, Stephen E. Ambrose offers a
historical successor to his universally acclaimed Undaunted Courage, which recounted the explorations of
the West by Lewis and Clark.
Nothing Like It in the World is the story of the men who built the transcontinental railroad -- the investors
who risked their businesses and money; the enlightened politicians who understood its importance; the
engineers and surveyors who risked, and lost, their lives; and the Irish and Chinese immigrants, the defeated
Confederate soldiers, and the other laborers who did the backbreaking and dangerous work on the tracks.
The Union had won the Civil War and slavery had been abolished, but Abraham Lincoln, who was an early
and constant champion of railroads, would not live to see the great achievement. In Ambrose's hands, this
enterprise, with its huge expenditure of brainpower, muscle, and sweat, comes to life.
The U.S. government pitted two companies -- the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific Railroads -- against
each other in a race for funding, encouraging speed over caution. Locomo-tives, rails, and spikes were
shipped from the East through Panama or around South America to the West or lugged across the country to
the Plains. This was the last great building project to be done mostly by hand: excavating dirt, cutting
through ridges, filling gorges, blasting tunnels through mountains.
At its peak, the workforce -- primarily Chinese on the Central Pacific, Irish on the Union Pacific --
approached the size of Civil War armies, with as many as fifteen thousand workers on each line. The Union
Pacific was led by Thomas "Doc" Durant, Oakes Ames, and Oliver Ames, with Grenville Dodge --
America's greatest railroad builder -- as chief engineer. The Central Pacific was led by California's "Big
Four": Leland Stanford, Collis Huntington, Charles Crocker, and Mark Hopkins. The surveyors, the men
who picked the route, were latter-day Lewis and Clark types who led the way through the wilderness, living
off buffalo, deer, elk, and antelope.
In building a railroad, there is only one decisive spot -- the end of the track. Nothing like this great work had
been seen in the world when the last spike, a golden one, was driven in at Promontory Summit, Utah, in
1869, as the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific tracks were joined.
Ambrose writes with power and eloquence about the brave men -- the famous and the unheralded, ordinary
men doing the extraordinary -- who accomplished the spectacular feat that made the continent into a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Emile Guzman:

Typically the book Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-
1869 will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Nothing
Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869 is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Latoya Jones:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the
Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869 can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Melvin Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built
the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Gary Muldowney:

This Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869 is great
guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great
coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built
the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt this?
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