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In her introduction Tania Alexander writes, 'The Baltic philosopher Count Hermann Keyserling . . . once
remarked: ''I am not a Dane, not a German, not a Swede, not a Russian nor an Estonian, so what am I - a little
of all these.'' Tania Alexander felt the same, 'I share his sense of confused identity.' She was born in St
Petersburg, but as a young child was taken to Estonia, at that time a province of Russia which was later to
become the northernmost of the three independent Baltic States created in the aftermath of the First World
War. The tone of her memoir, mainly set in Kallij?rv, is almost idyllic, surprisingly so given the political
upheaval of the period. In her own words 'my early life was influenced by three women, all of them complex
characters and strong personalities, who had to find their own way of adapting to very different from those
they might have expected to enjoy. My Irish governess, Micky, sacrificed her family and suffered exile - a
mother ostracised by the pressure of Victorian values. My Aunt Zoria lost everyone who was dear to her, as
well as her homeland and her position in society. Anr my mother, who stayed behind in Russia throughout
the terrifying events of the revolution and civil war, lost her home, her husband and, perhaps most important
to her, her great love - a loss which profoundly affected the rest of her life.' Her mother was Baroness Moura
Budberg and 'her great love' was the famous diplomat and spy, Robert Bruce Lockhart, expelled from Russia
in 1918. Among her other lovers were Maxim Gorky and H. G. Wells who both feature in this memoir.

In his review, Harrison Salisbury refers to 'a world which now seems almost beyond our belief . . .' That is
true, and yet there an unexpected link with today's UK political scene: Moura Budberg was Nick Clegg's
great, great aunt. The lineage is like this: Moura Budberg's sister, Alexandra, was the mother of Clegg's
grandmother, Baroness Kira von Engelhardt, who was born in Russia in 1909.

'Reminiscent of a story by Turgenev. Delightful.' Sunday Telegraph

'History, biography, an exploration of the relationship between mother and daughter: Tania Alexander's book
is a little of all these.' Times Literary Supplement

'An engaging memoir full of vivid portraits. There is Gorky, a compassionate giant among the Bolsheviks;
there is H. G. Wells, and there are the comforting figures who surrounded Tania at Kall??rv, her Irish
governess, Micky, Uncle Sahsa, inconsolable over the defeat of the Tsarist regime, and a host of cousins and
friends.' Financial Times

'Tania Alexander has written an unforgettable memoir of a world which now seems almost beyond our belief
- the pre-revolutionary Russian era and that followed, it a tale that inevitably centres around the the figure of
her remarkable mother, the Baroness Moura Budberg - her life in Tsarist society, in the Bolshevik society of
Lenin and Gorky, and later that of H. G. Wells and England. There is nothing else quite like it.' Harrison
Salisbury
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From reader reviews:

Bobbi Gonzales:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled An Estonian
Childhood: A Memoir? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Samuel Stratton:

This An Estonian Childhood: A Memoir book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular
An Estonian Childhood: A Memoir without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry An Estonian Childhood: A Memoir can bring any time
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This An Estonian Childhood: A Memoir having fine arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Philip Raber:

This An Estonian Childhood: A Memoir is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having An
Estonian Childhood: A Memoir in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but
this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
this?

Lisa Sullivan:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This An Estonian Childhood: A
Memoir can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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