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This work was stimulated by a comment made by a former student (Prof. Alan Erera of Georgia Tech) in
connection with an inventory stabil ity game he was going to play in one of his logistics classes. This was the
well-known "beer-game" that is often played in business schools to illus trate the "bullwhip" effect in supply
chains. Al had said to me that he did not have to tell his students how to reorder replacement parts from the
other members of the supply chain because he knew from experience that the order sizes the players would
generate as the game progressed would become chaotic anyhow. Since I had not played the beer game, his
asser tion was intriguing to me. Why would such an unstructured game always lead to the same undesirable
effect? Did it have something to do with psy chology? What is it that players did to generate instabilities? I
posed these to other people but could not get completely satisfactory an questions swers. Thus, the bullwhip
mystery remained, at least in my mind. Since inventory chains are "conservative" systems analogous to a
traffic stream, and since traffic flow models exhibit similar effects (the instability of automobile platoons and
of certain numerical methods being two nota ble examples)' I suspected that traffic flow theory might shed
some light on the puzzle.
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From reader reviews:

Glenda Rizzo:

Here thing why that A Theory of Supply Chains (Lecture Notes in Economics and Mathematical Systems)
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. A Theory of Supply Chains (Lecture Notes in
Economics and Mathematical Systems) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with A Theory of Supply Chains (Lecture Notes in
Economics and Mathematical Systems). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the printed book maybe the form of A Theory of Supply Chains (Lecture Notes in Economics
and Mathematical Systems) in e-book can be your alternate.

Louise Perez:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Theory of Supply Chains (Lecture
Notes in Economics and Mathematical Systems) book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Alice Edwards:

Often the book A Theory of Supply Chains (Lecture Notes in Economics and Mathematical Systems) has a
lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Thelma Atkins:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Theory of Supply Chains
(Lecture Notes in Economics and Mathematical Systems) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.
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