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America’s current "war on drugs" is not the nation’s first. In the mid-nineteenth century, opium-smoking was
decried as a major social and public health problem, especially in the West. Although China faced its own
epidemic of opium addiction, only a very small minority of Chinese immigrants in America were actually
involved in the opium business. It was in Anglo communities that the use of opium soon spread and this
growing use was deemed a threat to the nation’s entrepreneurial spirit and to its growing mportance as a
world economic and military power.The Opium Debate examines how the spread of opium-smoking fueled
racism and created demands for the removal of the Chinese from American life. This meticulously
researched study of the nineteenth-century drug-abuse crisis reveals the ways moral crusaders linked their
antiopium rhetoric to already active demands for Chinese exclusion. Until this time, anti-Chinese propaganda
had been dominated by protests against the economic and political impact of Chinese workers and the
alleged role of Chinese women as prostitutes. The use of the drug by Anglos added another reason for
demonizing Chinese immigrants. Ahmad describes the disparities between Anglo-American perceptions of
Chinese immigrants and the somber realities of these people’s lives, especially the role that opium-smoking
came to play in the Anglo-American community, mostly among middle- and upper-class women. The book
offers a brilliant analysis of the evolution of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, plus important insights into
the social history of the nineteenth-century West, the culture of American Victorianism, and the rhetoric of
racism in American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

The book The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing
like a book The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West?
Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Opium Debate and Chinese
Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Alexander Snider:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century
American West book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the
Nineteenth-Century American West content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Terry Pullen:

This The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West usually are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Opium Debate and
Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West can be one of several great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that might
be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Opium Debate and Chinese
Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Richard Lamm:

The book untitled The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American
West contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The



language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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