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In this groundbreaking, interdisciplinary study Anne Anlin Cheng argues that we have to understand racial
grief not only as the result of racism but also as a foundation for racial identity. The Melancholy of Race
proposes that racial identification is itself already a melancholic act--a social category that is imaginatively
supported through a dynamic of loss and compensation, by which the racial other is at once rejected and
retained. Using psychoanalytic theories on mourning and melancholia as inroads into her subject, Cheng
offers a closely observed and carefully reasoned account of the minority experience as expressed in works of
art by, and about, Asian-Americans and African-Americans. She argues that the racial minority and
dominant American culture both suffer from racial melancholia and that this insight is crucial to a productive
reimagining of progressive politics. Her discussion ranges from "Flower Drum Song" to "M. Butterfly,"
Brown v. Board of Education to Anna Deavere Smith's "Twilight," and Invisible Man to The Woman
Warrior, in the process demonstrating that racial melancholia permeates our fantasies of citizenship,
assimilation, and social health. Her investigations reveal the common interests that social, legal, and literary
histories of race have always shared with psychoanalysis, and situates Asian-American and African-
American identities in relation to one another within the larger process of American racialization. A
provocative look at a timely subject, this study is essential reading for anyone interested in race studies,
critical theory, or psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Melancholy of Race: Psychoanalysis, Assimilation, and Hidden
Grief (Race and American Culture). Try to the actual book The Melancholy of Race: Psychoanalysis,
Assimilation, and Hidden Grief (Race and American Culture) as your close friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ok Lord:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Melancholy of Race: Psychoanalysis, Assimilation, and Hidden Grief
(Race and American Culture) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with The Melancholy of Race: Psychoanalysis,
Assimilation, and Hidden Grief (Race and American Culture) content conveys objective easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So
, do you continue to thinking The Melancholy of Race: Psychoanalysis, Assimilation, and Hidden Grief
(Race and American Culture) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Gladys Jackson:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Melancholy of Race:
Psychoanalysis, Assimilation, and Hidden Grief (Race and American Culture) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Fred Prentice:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book The Melancholy of Race: Psychoanalysis, Assimilation, and Hidden Grief (Race and American
Culture) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must
choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with that book The Melancholy of Race: Psychoanalysis, Assimilation, and Hidden Grief



(Race and American Culture). You can more attractive than now.
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