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For many outsiders Thailand still conjures up images of the East at its most mysterious and enchanting – a
view largely formed by Hollywood films like The King and I. Never conquered by foreigners, this proud and
ancient land has been shaped by Buddhism, the monarchy, and the military. Today it is a representative
democracy with a populist female prime minister, and is ranked among the tiger economies of Southeast
Asia. It is a manufacturing powerhouse, the world’s largest rice exporter, and a tourist paradise that
welcomes 22 million visitors a year to its beach resorts and its vibrant capital, Bangkok.
 
Yet despite the veneer of Western modernity, the country and its people remain an enigma for many visitors,
smiling and inscrutable. It conceals a unique system of personal values and attitudes, developed over
centuries. You may find that Thais react to you in surprising and unexpected ways, coming as they do from a
culture based on respect, status, self-control, non-confrontation, and harmony. They are also naturally
generous and have a great love of fun. Thais put a great deal of effort into social skills in order to maintain
social harmony, and one of their most potent weapons is the smile that puts people at ease and helps to
defuse a difficult situation.
 
This new, updated edition of Culture Smart! Thailand describes how the Thai people view the world and
themselves. It examines the impact of religious beliefs and history on their lives, as well as the continuing
importance of the monarchy. It looks at recent social and political developments, including the current
tensions in the south. Above all, it helps visitors to become more culturally aware and so better able to
interact successfully with the locals. Thailand’s charm lies in being different, and visitors who make an effort
to understand the differences will find their stay in “The Land of Smiles” a richly rewarding experience.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Ruff:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential
Guide to Customs & Culture book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Marsha Bridges:

Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture however
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Rex Oswald:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Thailand - Culture Smart!: The
Essential Guide to Customs & Culture e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture as good book not just by the
cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Larry Tatro:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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