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President Ronald Reagan’s famous address to the Houses of Parliament is now considered—in its spirit if not
in its actual words—to be the initial enunciation of his “Evil Empire” stance. In this important volume by
two experienced rhetorical scholars, Robert C. Rowland and John M. Jones offer a historical-descriptive
treatment that includes both rhetorical analysis and a narrative of the drafting of the speech. They consider
Reagan’s focus on “ultimate definition,” “dialectical engagement,” and other rhetorical tools in crafting and
presenting the momentous address. They also note the irony of Reagan’s use of Leon Trotsky’s phrase “ash-
heap of history” to predict the demise of Communism.

Rowland and Jones present three reasons for the importance of this speech. First, it offers new insights into
President Reagan himself, through a view of his role in the drafting of the speech as well as the ideas it
contains. Second, the speech is an act of rhetorical history, and its analysis helps recover a significant
rhetorical artifact. Finally, the address ultimately expresses a rhetorical framework for the Cold War that
systematically subverted the narrative, ideology, and values of Marxism.

Although initial response to the speech was tepid, Reagan considered it one of his most important addresses,
and the hindsight afforded by the fall of Communism a decade later lends validation to that view, the authors
suggest. Reagan at Westminster: Foreshadowing the End of the Cold War will highly commend itself to
students and scholars of rhetoric, the Presidency, and political communication.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Reagan at
Westminster: Foreshadowing the End of the Cold War (Library of Presidential Rhetoric)? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

John Ma:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for all of us. The book Reagan at Westminster: Foreshadowing the End of the
Cold War (Library of Presidential Rhetoric) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Reagan at Westminster:
Foreshadowing the End of the Cold War (Library of Presidential Rhetoric) is not only giving you far more
new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Reagan at Westminster:
Foreshadowing the End of the Cold War (Library of Presidential Rhetoric). You never experience lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Maria Kim:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reagan at Westminster: Foreshadowing
the End of the Cold War (Library of Presidential Rhetoric) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Gary Lund:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Reagan at Westminster: Foreshadowing the End of the Cold War (Library of
Presidential Rhetoric) when you required it?
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