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How a small group of New York biologists brought the peregrine falcon and bald eagle back from the brink
of extinction.

In the late 1970s, the bald eagle and the peregrine falcon were heading toward extinction, victims of the
combined threats of DDT, habitat loss, and lax regulation. Flight Paths tells the story of how a small group
of New York biologists raced against nature’s clock to bring these two beloved birds back from the brink in
record-setting numbers.

In a narrative that reads like a suspense tale, Darryl McGrath documents both rescue projects in never-
before-published detail. At Cornell University, a team of scientists worked to crack the problem of how to
breed peregrine falcons in captivity and then restore them to the wild. Meanwhile, two young, untested
biologists tackled the overwhelming assignment of rebuilding the bald eagle population from the state’s last
nesting pair, one of whom (the female) was sterile.

McGrath interweaves this dramatic retelling with contemporary accounts of four at-risk species: the short-
eared owl, the common loon, the Bicknell’s thrush, and the piping plover. She worked alongside biologists
as they studied these elusive subjects in the Northeast’s most remote regions, and the result is a story that
combines vivid narrative with accessible science and is as much a tribute to these experts as it is a call to
action for threatened birds.

Readers are taken to a snow-covered meadow as an owl hunts her prey, a loon family’s secluded pond, an
eagle nest above the Hudson River, and a mountaintop at dusk in search of the Bicknell’s thrush, one of the
planet’s rarest birds. Combining a little-known chapter of New York’s natural history with a deeply personal
account of a lifelong devotion to birds, Flight Paths is not only a story of our rapidly changing environment
and a tribute to some of New York’s most heroic biologists, but also a captivating read for anyone who has
ever thrilled to the sight of a rare bird.

Darryl McGrath is a journalist living in Albany, New York. She has written about upstate New York’s
environment and rural regions for over twenty years and has won numerous awards for her reporting from
the New York Press Association, the New York Associated Press Association, and the Society of
Professional Journalists.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This Flight Paths: A Field Journal of Hope, Heartbreak, and
Miracles with New York's Bird People (Excelsior Editions) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alberto Meyer:

The reason why? Because this Flight Paths: A Field Journal of Hope, Heartbreak, and Miracles with New
York's Bird People (Excelsior Editions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you
to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Daniel Evans:

This Flight Paths: A Field Journal of Hope, Heartbreak, and Miracles with New York's Bird People
(Excelsior Editions) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using
great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Flight Paths: A Field Journal of Hope, Heartbreak,
and Miracles with New York's Bird People (Excelsior Editions) in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Lily Terry:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book Flight Paths: A Field Journal of Hope, Heartbreak, and Miracles with New York's Bird People
(Excelsior Editions). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about



publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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