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Between 1940 and 1975, Mexican Americans and African Americans in Texas fought a number of battles in
court, at the ballot box, in schools, and on the streets to eliminate segregation and state-imposed racism.
Although both groups engaged in civil rights struggles as victims of similar forms of racism and
discrimination, they were rarely unified. In Fighting Their Own Battles, Brian Behnken explores the cultural
dissimilarities, geographical distance, class tensions, and organizational differences that all worked to
separate Mexican Americans and blacks.

Behnken further demonstrates that prejudices on both sides undermined the potential for a united civil rights
campaign. Coalition building and cooperative civil rights efforts foundered on the rocks of perceived
difference, competition, distrust, and, oftentimes, outright racism. Behnken's in-depth study reveals the major
issues of contention for the two groups, their different strategies to win rights, and significant thematic
developments within the two civil rights struggles. By comparing the histories of these movements in one of
the few states in the nation to witness two civil rights movements, Behnken bridges the fields of Mexican
American and African American history, revealing the myriad causes that ultimately led these groups to
"fight their own battles."
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From reader reviews:

Susan Preuss:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans,
African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican
Americans, African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Danny Johnson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans,
African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas had been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book
Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in
Texas is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book
Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in
Texas. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jack Johnson:

This Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights
in Texas book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Fighting
Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry
Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in
Texas can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African
Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas having excellent arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rosemary Robinson:

Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in



Texas can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and
the Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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