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Masterfully told, marked by irony and humor as well as outrage and a barely contained sadness, Jerald
Walker’s Street Shadows is the story of a young man’s descent into the “thug life” and the wake-up call that
led to his finding himself again.

Walker was born in a Chicago housing project and raised, along with his six brothers and sisters, by blind
parents of modest means but middle-class aspirations. A boy of great promise whose parents and teachers
saw success in his future, he seemed destined to fulfill their hopes. But by age fourteen, like so many of his
friends, he found himself drawn to the streets. By age seventeen he was a school dropout, a drug addict, and
a gangbanger, his life spiraling toward the violent and premature end all too familiar to African American
males.

And then came the blast of gunfire that changed everything: His coke-dealing friend Greg was shot to
death—less than an hour after Walker scored a gram from him. “Twenty-five years later, tossing the drug out
the window is still the second most difficult thing I’ve ever done. The most difficult thing is still that I didn’t
follow it.”

So begins the story, told in alternating time frames, of the journey that Walker took to become the man he is
today—a husband, father, teacher, and writer. But his struggle to escape the long shadows of the streets was
not easy. There were racial stereotypes to overcome—his own as well as those of the very white world he
found himself in—and a hard grappling with the meaning of race that came to an unexpected climax on a trip
to Africa.

An eloquent account of how the past shadows but need not determine the present, Street Shadows is the
opposite of a victim narrative. Walker casts no blame (except upon himself), sheds no tears (except for those
who have not shared his good fortune), and refuses the temptations of self-pity and self-exoneration. In the
end, what Jerald Walker has written is a stirring portrait of two Americas—one hopeless, the other
inspirational—embodied within one man.   
 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Travers:

Here thing why this particular Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion, and Redemption are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion,
and Redemption giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no book that similar with Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion, and Redemption. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which
is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion, and Redemption in e-book can be your option.

Priscilla McCreary:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion, and Redemption it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Gerald Morin:

Beside this specific Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion, and Redemption in your phone, it could
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion, and Redemption because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from currently!

William Duhon:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion,
and Redemption can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of



date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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