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"Keahey's exploration of this misunderstood island offers a much-needed look at a much-maligned
land."—Paul Paolicelli, author of Under the Southern Sun

Sicily is the Mediterranean's largest and most mysterious island. Its people, for three thousand years
under the thumb of one invader after another, hold tightly onto a culture so unique that they remain
emotionally and culturally distinct, viewing themselves first as Sicilians, not Italians. Many of these
islanders, carrying considerable DNA from Arab and Muslim ancestors who ruled for 250 years and
integrated vast numbers of settlers from the continent just ninety miles to the south, say proudly that
Sicily is located north of Africa, not south of Italy.

Seeking Sicily explores what lies behind the soul of the island's inhabitants. It touches on history,
archaeology, food, the Mafia, and politics and looks to nineteenth- and twentieth-century Sicilian
authors to plumb the islanders' so-called Sicilitudine. This "culture apart" is best exemplified by the
writings of one of Sicily's greatest writers, Leonardo Sciascia. Seeking Sicily also looks to
contemporary Sicilians who have never shaken off the influences of their forbearers, who believed in
the ancient gods and goddesses.

Author John Keahey is not content to let images from the island's overly touristed villages carry the
story. Starting in Palermo, he journeyed to such places as Arab-founded Scopello on the west coast,
the Greek ruins of Selinunte on the southwest, and Sciascia's ancestral village of Racalmuto in the
south, where he experienced unique, local festivals. He spent Easter Week in Enna at the island's
center, witnessing surreal processions that date back to Spanish rule. And he learned about Sicilian
cuisine in Spanish Baroque Noto and Greek Siracusa in the southeast, and met elderly, retired
fishermen in the tiny east-coast fishing village of Aci Trezza, home of the mythical Cyclops and
immortalized by Luchino Visconti's mid-1940s film masterpiece, La terra trema. He walked near the
summit of Etna, Europe's largest and most active volcano, studied the mountain's role in creating this
island, and looked out over the expanse of the Ionian Sea, marveling at the three millennia of myths
and history that forged Sicily into what it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Dossett:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and
Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth
and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Fidel Auxier:

Often the book Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the
Mediterranean will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Nancy Figaro:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Seeking Sicily: A
Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Joseph Bateman:

Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
Seeking Sicily: A Cultural Journey Through Myth and Reality in the Heart of the Mediterranean nevertheless



doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.
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