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Documentary photography aims to capture the material reality of life. In Rhetorical Exposures, Christopher
Carter demonstrates how the creation and display of documentary photographs—often now called
“imagetexts”—both invite analysis and raise persistent questions about the political and social causes for the
bleak scenes of poverty and distress captured on film.

 

Carter’s carefully reasoned monograph examines both formal qualities of composition and the historical
contexts of the production and display of documentary photographs. In Rhetorical Exposures, Carter
explores Jacob Riis’s heartrending photos of Manhattan’s poor in late nineteenth-century New York, Walker
Evans’s iconic images of tenant farmers in west Alabama, Ted Streshinsky’s images of 1960s social
movements, Camilo José Vergara’s photographic landscapes of urban dereliction in the 1970s, and Chandra
McCormick’s portraits of New Orleans’s Ninth Ward scarred by Hurricane Katrina.

 

While not ascribing specifically political or Marxist intentions to the photographers discussed, Carter frames
his arguments in a class-based dialectic that addresses material want as an ineluctable result of social
inequality. Carter argues that social documentary photography has the powerful capacity to disrupt
complacent habits of viewing and to prompt viewers to confront injustice. Though photography may induce
socially disruptive experiences, it remains vulnerable to the same power dynamics it subverts. Therefore,
Carter offers a “rhetoric of exposure” that outlines how such social documentary images can be treated as
highly tensioned rhetorical objects. His framework enables the analysis of photographs as heterogeneous
records of the interaction of social classes and expressions of specific built environments. Rhetorical
Exposures also discusses how photographs interact with oral and print media and relate to creations as
diverse as public memorials, murals, and graphic novels.

 

As the creation and dissemination of new media continues to evolve in an environment of increasing anxiety
about growing financial inequality, Rhetorical Exposures offers a very apt and timely discussion of the ways
social documentary photography is created, employed, and understood.
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

The book Rhetorical Exposures: Confrontation and Contradiction in US Social Documentary Photography
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Rhetorical Exposures: Confrontation and
Contradiction in US Social Documentary Photography (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) to become your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Rhetorical Exposures:
Confrontation and Contradiction in US Social Documentary Photography (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Walter Jones:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will be
Rhetorical Exposures: Confrontation and Contradiction in US Social Documentary Photography (Albma
Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit).

Susan Martinez:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the
book Rhetorical Exposures: Confrontation and Contradiction in US Social Documentary Photography
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To
get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life at this book Rhetorical Exposures: Confrontation and Contradiction in US
Social Documentary Photography (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). You can more pleasing than now.

Jim Molnar:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Rhetorical Exposures: Confrontation and
Contradiction in US Social Documentary Photography (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try



to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide
Rhetorical Exposures: Confrontation and Contradiction in US Social Documentary Photography (Albma
Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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