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"This wonderfully researched and elegantly written book provides the reader with a compelling and
trustworthy portrait of how the fathers of the church read the story of Adam and Eve. As Bouteneff tells that
story we see that the tale of the fall is always contextualized within a narrative that celebrates the restoration
and redemption of the human race."--Gary Anderson, professor of Old Testament, University of Notre
Dame

"Beginnings takes us back to the beginning of the scriptural creation narrative and to the beginning of the
Christian appropriation of this narrative. The reader is initiated into precursors of the Christian tradition
(especially the Septuagint and Philo) and then guided through the early Christian thinkers (especially Origen)
whose writings underpin current theological reflection on Genesis 1-3. Beginnings allows twenty-first-
century readers to wrestle with issues ranging from creation and the image of God to anthropology and
gender--all in the context of the community of faith that found its beginning, middle, and end in Jesus Christ.
Peter Bouteneff has done the church a valuable service in this focused study."--Joel C. Elowsky, managing
editor, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, Drew University

"The question of the origin of humankind and the cosmos has perhaps never been so hotly debated as
nowadays, with 'evolution' and 'creationism' presenting themselves as polar opposites. In this fine book, Peter
Bouteneff presents a carefully researched and scholarly reading of early Christian readings of the creation
account in Genesis. What emerges is a range of interlocking insights into God's creative purpose and the
human place in the cosmos. Genesis 1-3 is seen as neither a myth nor an outdated scientific account, but a
poem of creation, yielding deeper meanings upon closer ponderings. Bouteneff unveils the often surprising
riches of our patristic inheritance with a rare intelligence and passion."--Andrew Louth, professor of
patristic and Byzantine studies, University of Durham
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Bryant:

This Beginnings: Ancient Christian Readings of the Biblical Creation Narratives usually are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Beginnings: Ancient Christian
Readings of the Biblical Creation Narratives can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Beginnings: Ancient Christian Readings
of the Biblical Creation Narratives giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Donna Bohannon:

The actual book Beginnings: Ancient Christian Readings of the Biblical Creation Narratives will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Beginnings: Ancient Christian
Readings of the Biblical Creation Narratives is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Tony Jacobson:

The publication untitled Beginnings: Ancient Christian Readings of the Biblical Creation Narratives is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Beginnings: Ancient Christian Readings
of the Biblical Creation Narratives from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Shannon Thomas:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Beginnings: Ancient
Christian Readings of the Biblical Creation Narratives, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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