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After seven decades of existence has the UN become obsolete? Is it ripe for retirement? As Jussi Hanhim?ki
proves in the second edition of this Very Short Introduction, the answer is no. In the second decade of the
twenty-first century the UN remains an indispensable organization that continues to save lives and improve
the world as its founders hoped. Since its original publication in 2008, this 2nd edition includes more recent
examples of the UN Security Council in action and peacekeeping efforts while exploring its most recent
successes and failures.

After a brief history of the United Nations and its predecessor, the League of Nations, Hanhim?ki examines
the UN's successes and failures as a guardian of international peace and security, as a promoter of human
rights, as a protector of international law, and as an engineer of socio-economic development. This updated
edition highlights what continues to make the UN a complicated organization today, and the ongoing
challenges between its ambitions and capabilities. Hanhim?ki also provides a clear account of the UN and its
various arms and organizations (such as UNESCO and UNICEF), and offers a critical overview of the UN
Security Council's involvement in recent crises in Iran, Afghanistan, Iraq, Ukraine, Libya, and Syria, and
how likely it is to meet its overall goals in the future.

Regardless of its obstacles, the UN is likely to survive for the foreseeable future. That alone makes trying to
understand the UN in all its manifold - magnificent and frustrating - complexity a worthy task. With this
much-needed updated introduction to the UN, Jussi Hanhim?ki engages the current debate over the
organizations effectiveness as he provides a clear understanding of how it was originally conceived, how it
has come to its present form, and how it must confront new challenges in a rapidly changing world.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Morales:

The knowledge that you get from The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
is a more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The United Nations: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this particular The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) instantly.

Arnold Williams:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Virginia McNally:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The United Nations: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The
United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book not merely by the cover
but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Phyllis Walters:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The United Nations: A Very
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