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Although Calvin Coolidge is widely judged to have been a weak and even an incompetent president, this
study concludes that he was a leader disabled by a crippling emotional breakdown. After an impressive early
career, Coolidge assumed the presidency upon the death of Warren Harding. His promising political career
suffered a major blow, however, with the death of his favorite child, 16-year-old Calvin Jr., in July 1924.
Overwhelmed with grief, Coolidge showed distinct signs of clinical depression. Losing interest in politics, he
served out his term as a broken man. This is the first account of Coolidge's life to compare his behavior
before and after this tragedy, and the first to consider the importance of Coolidge's mental health in his
presidential legacy.

Gilbert carefully documents the dramatic change in Coolidge's leadership style, as well as the changes in his
personal behavior. In his early career, Coolidge worked hard, was progressive, and politically astute. When
he became Vice President in 1921, he impressed the Washington establishment by being strong and activist.
After Harding's death, Coolidge took control of his party, dazzled the press, distanced himself from the
Harding scandals, and showed ability in domestic and foreign policy. His son's death would destroy all of
this. Gilbert documents Coolidge's subsequent dysfunctional behavior, including sadistic tendencies,
rudeness and cruelty to family and aides, and odd interactions with the White House staff.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and Clinical
Depression (Contributions in American History) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The Tormented President: Calvin
Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression (Contributions in American History) content conveys objective
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and
Clinical Depression (Contributions in American History) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Gerald Stewart:

The actual book The Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression (Contributions
in American History) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write
this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Megan Lapointe:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Tormented President: Calvin
Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression (Contributions in American History) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression (Contributions in American History)
become your current starter.

Mae Marks:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer can be The Tormented President: Calvin Coolidge, Death, and Clinical Depression
(Contributions in American History) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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