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For almost four billion years, microbes had the primordial oceans all to themselves. The stewards of Earth,
these organisms transformed the chemistry of our planet to make it habitable for plants, animals, and us.
Life's Engines takes readers deep into the microscopic world to explore how these marvelous creatures made
life on Earth possible—and how human life today would cease to exist without them.

Paul Falkowski looks "under the hood" of microbes to find the engines of life, the actual working parts that
do the biochemical heavy lifting for every living organism on Earth. With insight and humor, he explains
how these miniature engines are built—and how they have been appropriated by and assembled like Lego
sets within every creature that walks, swims, or flies. Falkowski shows how evolution works to maintain this
core machinery of life, and how we and other animals are veritable conglomerations of microbes.

A vibrantly entertaining book about the microbes that support our very existence, Life’s Engines will inspire
wonder about these elegantly complex nanomachines that have driven life since its origin. It also issues a
timely warning about the dangers of tinkering with that machinery to make it more "efficient" at meeting the
ever-growing demands of humans in the coming century.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable (Science Essentials) book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable (Science Essentials) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Life's Engines: How Microbes Made
Earth Habitable (Science Essentials) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Donna Lacher:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable
(Science Essentials), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Andre Rosier:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable (Science
Essentials) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Eric Sanders:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Life's Engines: How
Microbes Made Earth Habitable (Science Essentials).
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