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A bestselling linguist takes us on a lively tour of how the English language is evolving before our eyes --
and why we should embrace this transformation and not fight it

Language is always changing -- but we tend not to like it. We understand that new words must be created for
new things, but the way English is spoken today rubs many of us the wrong way. Whether it’s the use of
literally to mean “figuratively” rather than “by the letter,” or the way young people use LOL and like, or
business jargon like What’s the ask? -- it often seems as if the language is deteriorating before our eyes.

But the truth is different and a lot less scary, as John McWhorter shows in this delightful and eye-opening
exploration of how English has always been in motion and continues to evolve today. Drawing examples
from everyday life and employing a generous helping of humor, he shows that these shifts are a natural
process common to all languages, and that we should embrace and appreciate these changes, not condemn
them.

Words on the Move opens our eyes to the surprising backstories to the words and expressions we use every
day. Did you know that silly once meant “blessed”? Or that ought was the original past tense of owe? Or that
the suffix -ly in adverbs is actually a remnant of the word like? And have you ever wondered why some
people from New Orleans sound as if they come from Brooklyn?

McWhorter encourages us to marvel at the dynamism and resilience of the English language, and his book
offers a lively journey through which we discover that words are ever on the move and our lives are all the
richer for it.
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From reader reviews:

Carolina Jones:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Words on the Move: Why English Won't -- and Can't -- Sit
Still (Like, Literally) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Words on the Move: Why English Won't -- and Can't -- Sit
Still (Like, Literally) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Words on the
Move: Why English Won't -- and Can't -- Sit Still (Like, Literally) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Jodie Long:

This book untitled Words on the Move: Why English Won't -- and Can't -- Sit Still (Like, Literally) to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from
your list.

Luis Ray:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Words on the Move: Why English Won't -- and Can't -- Sit Still (Like, Literally).

Michelle Han:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Words on the Move: Why English Won't -- and Can't -- Sit Still
(Like, Literally) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading



6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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